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Q. J Have heard (hut do not believe it) that as A- 
lexander HL. King of Scotland, was at his laft 
Marriage leading up a Dance, in the Company 
of a great many Lords and Ladies, there appear d in the 
Prefence of them all, a Skeleton, of nothing but Skin ana 
Bone, like the Pitture of Death, very terrible to behold ; 
which ftvuck them all with [uch a Conftcrnation, that tt 
broke off therr Mirth and Follity. Now what may be 
your Opinion concerning Ghofts or Spirits, Fairies, Satyrs, 

and {uch like Specires ¢ 
A. We believe the Apparition of Ghofts or Spirits, 
becaufe the Apoaftles held the Opinion that there were 
Spirits that did fhew themfelves in any Form or Like- 
nefs; for when they faw CHRIST walking upon 
the Sea, they fupposd it had been a Spirit or Appa- 
rition, for the Greek is geévlacue and cry’d out. 
That is, either being cruelly aftrighted or amaz d, 
their Phantafies did reprefent ftrange ‘Thoughts in 
their Minds; or elfe (which doubtlefs was the Truth) 
feeing CHRIST walking upon the Sea, which they 
thought was not poflible for a Man to do without 
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(i king or drowning, they in great Fear cry‘d our, | 
and forgetting his former Miracles, did fuppofe it | 
{ome Spirit, that had made an Apparition in his | 
Likenefs. Again, at his appearing after his Refurre. | 
ion, when they were altogether, 7e/us ftocd in the 
midft of them, and faith unto them, Peace be unto you, 
they were terrified and affrighted, and fuppofed that they 
had feen a Spirit. Luke xxiv. 36, 37. There the’ 








Word is tvejua. Now the Caufe of this fuppofing 


that they had feen a Spirit, doubtlefs was becaufe St. 
Fobn tellsus, that JESUS had twice ftood in the 
mid{t of them, awhen the Doors were fhut. xx. 19, 26.) 
and therefore they could not poflibly imagine, that. 


he could have a Body that could make Penetration 
of Dimenfions, not confidering that he had an Omnis 
potent Power, and therefore nothing could be im- 
poflible to him. Though it may well be conceiv’d to 
be done without Penetration of Dimenfions, becaufe 


by his Almighty Power he might inperceptibly both. 


open and fhut the Doors, and fo enter, and fuddenly 


{tand in the midft of them, and no human Senfe be able | 
But however it was, the Difciples did | 


to difcern it. 
not then believe that it was Chri? with his individual 
Body in which he fuffcr'd, but either that it was his 
very Spirit that he yielded up upon the Crof3, rhat 


appeard in his Figure or Shape, that was fo pure fine 


and penetrable, that it could pafs through any Me- 
dium, though never fo cenfe or folid 5 or fome other 
Spirit that allum’d his Form and Shape. Moreover, 
Chrifé himfelf doth not at all deny the Exiftence or Be- 
ings of Spirits; neither that Spirits do not, or cannot 
make vilible Apparitions, but doth grant both, in 
iaying to his aftughted Difciples, Wby are ye troubled, 
and why do Thoughts arife im your Hearts? Behold 
my Hands and my Feet, that tt is I my [elf: Handle me, 
and fee, for a Spirit bath no Fiehhand Bone, as ye fee me 
Lave. Luke xxiv. 38) 29. 
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Thus much for proving the Exiftence of Ghofts or 
Spirits, As for Fairies, our Faith is not very ftrong 
in believing fuch diminutive Hobgoblins ; the Rife of 
thefe wasin a few Ages paft, when Pop:jh Ignorance did 
In thofe Times there 
was no Difcourfe more common (and which yet is con- 
tinued among the vulgar People) than of the Appari- 
tion of certain Creatures which they calld Fairies, that 
were of very litrle Stature, and being feen would foon 
vanifh and difappear. And thefe were generally be- 
liev'd to be fome Kind of Spirits or Demons ; tho’ o- 
thers fay again, that they have Flefh and Bones, and fo 
differ from Spirits, and yet that they can glide tho- 
rouph Walls and Rocks, as eafily as we through the 
Air, and that they get Children, and are mortal. If 
then that they be Flefh and Bones, and are fubj:ct to 
Death, the Stories of thefe Fairies or little People, muft 
proceed from thofe little People, about a Cubir, or 
2 Spans in Height, call’d Pygmies ; fome of whofe 
{mall Race are yet to be feen inthe Ifland of Arucler, one 
of the Molucca’s, and in the Ifle of Cophi. Now con- 
cerning thofe Kind of Creatures which are call’d Satyres, 
Scripture proves their Exiftence, And the Satyre {hall 
cry to bis Fellow. Wfa. xxxiv. 14: For it is certainly re- 
lated, both by antient and modern Navigators, that in 
thofe defolate Iilands where there are Store of them, 
they will upon the Nights make great fhooting and 
crying, and calling one unto another. Their being 
but feldom feen, has made many to believe, thar they 
were Demons, and that which added to this Belief was 
the Painters and Statuaries reprefenting them with Horns 
and Feet of Goats. But they are only meer natural 
Creatures, which are accounted a Kind of Apes ; which, 
efpecially the Males, in the Ifland of Borneo, have fo 
great Boldnefs of Mind, and fuch a ftrong Compaction 
of Mufcles, that they have often forcibly {et upon ar- 
med Men, as well as upon the weak Sex of Women 
and Girls; with the fagrant Defire of whom they are 
A 2 fo 
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{o inflam’d, that catching them often, they abufe them;| 
For they are fo highly prone to Luft, like the luftful 
Satyres of the Antients ; yea, fometimes fo keen and 
falacious, that therefore the Indian Women do efchew 
the Woods and Groves as worfe than a Lion or Snake, 
in which thefe impudent Animals do lie hid. This! 
laf{civious Creature is found in Africk, as well as India, 
between Sierra aud Liona. From hence it is undenia- 
bly true, that there are fuch Creatures exiftent in Na- 
ture, and have either been taken for Devils, or the Ap- 
paritions of Damons in the Shape of Satyres, as Doctor 
Brown (in his Pfeudodoxta epidemica, 1, §.c. 21. ) hath 
well obferv’d in thefe Words: * A Conceit there is 
‘¢ that the Devil commonly appeareth with a cloven 
‘© Hoof, whercin, although it feem exceflively ridicu- 
“© lous, there may be tumewhat of Truth; and the 
“ Ground thereof at firft might be his frequent appear- 
“ ing inthe Shape of a Goat, which anfwers that De. 
* f{cription. ‘This was the Opinion of antient Chri 
fiians concerning the Apparition of Panitcs, Faunes, 
and Satyres, and in this Form we read of one that 
*¢ appear’d unto Anthony inthe Wildernefs. The fame 
** is alfo confirm’d from Expofitions of Holy Scripture, 
© wrereas it is faid, they fhail no more offer their Sacri- 
“* fices unto Devils ; the original Word is Seghnirim, 
that is, rough and hairy Goats, becaufe in that Shape 
“ the Devil moft often appear’d, as is expounded by 
© the Rabbins, as Tremellius hath alfo explain’d. ” But 
faving the Reputation of the learned Dr. Brow, it is 
but a Suppofition, that everthe Devil appear’d in the 
Shape of a Goat; the Rife of the Opinion was only 
becaufe the Devil was worfhipd in an Idol made in the 
Likenefs of this Creature. 

©) Jt ts written in the Apocalypfe of St. John the 
Divine, chap. vii. verfe 4, There were fealed, an kur- 
dred and forty and four thoufand of all the Tribes of 
the Children of If/raet: Now the Queftion propounded on 
this Text is, whether there were not more nor les mark'd 
with the Scal of God’s Favour ? | A, The 
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‘A. The Spirit of God here exprefles the Number of 


14.4000; CO wit, 12000 of every Tribe, not that ce 
very Tribe was equal without odds ; as if there were nei- 
ther more nor fewer, as though we would addict the 
Spirit of God to refolve and fatisty our Curiofities ; 
but the meaning of the Spirit of God herein, is to {a- 


tisfy our Comfort, and not our curicus Scrupulofity, 
giving to us Gentiles and the Chritian fews that Com- 
fort, that whereas we rafhly fear that we be left alone 
to ferve Chrift, and that none more than we of J/rael 
are chofen, as Eliah judged, 1 Kin, xix. 18. God will 
let us know, that he hath fealed above 12000 of every 
Tribe : and note for certain, thar in {peaking to Men, 
and in accompting of Men, the Spirit of God {peaks 
after the Phrafe of Men, in rejecting the odds, and in 
{fpecitying the perfect or whole Number, that is near= 
eft the Truth, inftead of the Truth. 

Q. Were the Sins of thofe Tranfgreffirs for whom Chrift 
pray d, wholly remitted $ 

A. What the Prophet J/aiah foretold that Christ 

fhould pray for the Tranfgreffors, the fame the Evan~ 
gelift Luke declares he did in thefe Words : Father, for- 
give them, for they know not what they do. xxiii. 34. 
But here is not meant rull and perfect Remiffion, which 
follows Repentance ; but Remiflion, witha certain Re- 
fpect, or Abfolution of a cerrain Punifhment which 
might have been inflicted on them. TThofe Words re- 
quire this Senfe: For they know not what they do, For 
it follows not thence, that they ought to obtain a ple- 
nary Pardon, which is not given but to the Penitent, 
fuch as they were not at that time; but that they might 
not be dealt with rigoroufly, to wit, by fhutting up as 
gainft them the Ways of Repentance. 

Q. How do you interpret the Word PAPA. 

A. By each Letter thereof ; wiz. P. Poculum, the 
Cup; 4. Aureum, Golden; P. Plenum, Full; 2. 
Abominationum, of Abominations: Ihe Character of 
{piritual Babylon in St. fobn’s Revelation, — 
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Paris, Oficher 18th, N.S. 1719. 
Qu Hether did the French Kings affect to obtain 
an univer[al Monarchy before Spain; or 


wasthe Roman Emperor an univer{al Monarch, or no? 


A. The firft Part of the Queftion is foon anfwer'd, 





_ for the Kings of France have atte€ted an univerfal. Mo- 


narchy before the Kings of Spain, as we can fhew in 
feveral Inftances. And as for the Roman Emperor being 
an univerfal Monarch, we know, thar for defending this 
Argument, fundry Authorities are provd out of the 
Bible: as, There went out a Decree from Cafar Augutftus, 
that all the World {hould be taxed. Luke ii. 1. Render 
therefore unto Cexfar, the things which ave Cefar’s. Mat. 
Xxil, 21. But in anfwer to this, we fay, that ‘tis a 
thetorical way of Speech, to put the major Part for the 
whole: for thefe Words cannot be under{!od as influ- 
ential upon the Univerfe in general ; but to concern 
thofe Nations only, which Were at that time under the 
Roman Yoke : Nay, the Scripture it felf doth elfewhere 
witnefs, that the Time would come when this vaft Body 
of Empire fhould be cantoniz d into divers independent 
States. So that it may reafonably be concluded, that 
the Emperor has not any juft Prctenfions to fuch an 
Univerfality of Dominion. But as there has been many, 
and abfolute Common-wealths, upon the Earth, fo, at 
this Day, isevery Monarch entirely Supreme, and, with- 
in the Limits of hisown Kingdom, uncontroulable by 
any human Power. The Four fucceflive Empires of the 
World, Hiltory calls univerfal Monarchies: not that 
they ever had, or pretended to an Univerfality of Rule ; 
but in refpect only of the large Extent of their .Ter- 
ritories. It was the Almighty’s Pleafure to caft fundry 
{mall Principalities into one great Empire ; in order, 
poilibly, to the more {peedy and effectual Propagation 
of the Gofpel. We read that the Knowledge of the 
true 
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true God, became on a fudden wonderfully fpread o- 
ver ail Perfia and Affyria, upon Daniel’s being carried 
ipto Chaldea : and the extenfive Greatnefs of the Ro- 
man Dominions, gave the Apoftles an Opportunity, and 
open Paflage to proclaim the Evangel far and near. 
Befides, that by this means God’s Omnipotence (in that 
all the Nations of the Earth are in his Hands, to do 
with them as beft pleafes him} became manifefted to the 
Children of Men ; 1n the difmembring of mighty King- 
doms, as a Judgement upon the People for their mani- 
fold Tranfgreflions again{t him. 

Q. Is it @ Duty incumbent on Chriftians to pray for their 
King ¢ 

A, To omit the Heathens Sacrifices and Prayers for 

their Kings and Emperors, we fhall find the 20th and 
92d Pfalms were, us’d by the ‘fews as Forms of Prayer 
forthe King, And both by God’s Command, and the 
Defire of the Perfiazn Emperors ( who then were Rulers 
over the People) Supplications were made to God in 
their Behalf by the Fews, who were under their Prote- 
ction. But to come nearer, we Chriftians are moft ex- 
prefly commanded by God to pray for Kings, and all 
that are in Authority: 1 Tim, ii. 1, 2. So that it was 
even a Part of the Churches publick Devotion, to in- 
terceed for Emperors and Princes, even while they were 
Enemies to the Faith, as all Antiquity proves: Much 
more when the Powers ot the World became Chriftian ; 
for then they nam’d them in their Offices, with Titles 
expreffing the deareft Affection and moft honourable 
Refpect. And f{urely fince we meet in publick, to pray 
efpecially for publick Mercics, there is not any tempo- 
ral Blefling that is of fo univerfal Concern, as that we 
{hould have righteous and religious Kings, guided by 
wife Councils, and living in Profperity and Peace. And 
the great Apoftle of the Gentiles bids Men pray for Hee- 
then Kings, fince the Government of a Heathen or Ty- 
raut is better than Anarchy and Confufion. 


Q. Had 
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. Had the Antients any extraordinary Revelations and 


Difcoveries of the Myfteries of the true Religion, by Infpi- 
ration or Oracle ¢ 

A. There was not any Nation under Heaven, and in 
the whole Univerfe, wherein Divination was not ufed. 
Of which Truth we are aflur'd by the Authentick Hi- 
ftory of Balaam ; who, when he would divine, did no- 
thing but perform Rites of Religion: he caufed Altars 
to be built, and offer'd Bullocks and Rams All the 
Heathens, as well Barbarians as Greeks, had certain fe- 


{tive Sacrifices, whercin they were infpired by the Deity: 


and the Perfians alfo were eminent for Devination. As 
for the Rife and Origine of Heathen Infpiration and O- 
racle, we impute it to Religion, and to the State and 
Condition of the firtt Times, wherein Infpirations, 
while there was no other certain way of knowing the 
divine Mind, and of being guided by it, were far more 
frequent and common, thaninthe more remote. And 
no gucition but among the many other Traditions given 
by Noah [Father of the fecond World] to his Chil- 
dren, this was one, in extraordinary Cafes to confule 
God for Refolution and Direction by (a way of ) extra- 
ordinary Worfhip and Religion; for Inftance, by ex- 
traordinary Prayers, and extraordinary Sacrifices; i¢ 
being the acknowledged Nature of Religion and Wor- 
fhip, by qualitying and accommodating of the Mind to 
God, to invite and draw him down, and make him 
prefent to the Religious and Worlhippers. Thus all 
Men all the World over, mov’d by that Tradition as 
by Inftin@ of Nature, did inall unufual and uncommon 
Emergencies, or when they would be counfelled and 
refolved in any Matter, immediately apply themfelves 
to the Deity, which the Superftitious doing in Ways 
and Methods not appointed by the true God, expected 
him in vain, he (tor the moft part) difdaining to ap- 
proach unto them on fuch Allurements ; whence it came 
to pafs, they were abufed by the falfe, we mean the 
Devil, who readily efpying and improving this — 
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flily intruded himfelf ; fo that appearing in the Place 
of God, he pafd for him. it was thus the Devil 
became the God of the World, or of the Gentiles, 
The Superiiitious invocated Ged in falfe Ways, who 
therefore refuffng to approach, and vilit them, the 
Devil takes the Opportunity; he comes in his iiead, 
and fo pafles for him. We are the more confirm’d 
in this Opinion, by conficering that among the Super 
flitious, rhere were the fame Ways of Refponfes by 
Vifions, by Dreams, by Voice, and the like, as a- 
mong the truly Religious ; as alfo by the Ceflation 
and Defect of Oracles or Infpiration, which on this 
Notion, and in this Way, is more accountable than. 
in any other. For when the Superititious ceafing to 
be fo, became (as in Procefs of Time they did) dith- 
dent and fairhlefs of the Power and Aptnefs of the 
means, for effecting of the Ends pretended, and con. 
fequently either innovated new Rites, more agree- 
able to their own Couiceits, or elf@ grew cold and for- 
mal inthe ufe of the old; it follow’d, that they loft 
the Advantage of fuch Communication and Direction 
from their Gods, as formerly they had, with their 
Faich and Real in chofe Performances, that is, with 
that Religion which pofleiled chem ot it. Falfe Re- 
ligion made Oracles, and Irreligion ruin’d them. And 
who can doubt of this Account, cr Reafon, that feri- 
oufly confiders, that it was the innovating and un- 
fteady Humour of the Grecians that rencerd to un- 
frequent ard rare, among whom it was (for that Rea- 
fon) of a Duration and Continuance, much fhorrer 
than among the grave Barbarians. Vbut to ciccum- 
{cribe our felves ; that the true Ged did on occafion 
intufeé into the Heathens tome divine Motions is (1 our 
Apprehenfion) fcarce quettionable by any that reflects 
on Balaam as above-mentiond. Again, and as little 
queltionable is it, that the Devil, after he head uivrped 
the Place of God, and, as ir were, aflum d his Ver- 
fon, did frequently both fay and do many things that 
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were like him, to the end he might more craftily fecure 
the Cheat, and pafs for what he was not. Though 
indced ac other Times, he acted things like himfelf, 
which when he was receiv’d for God, he might the 
fafer do; and all this as one that perfonates another 
is wont, who mutt do fomething like the Perfon he 
pretends to be, that he may pafs for him; and will 
do more like himfelf Hence the Heathen Oracles and 
Sybils bad a Mixture in both of good and bad. The 
former, that they might feem to come from God ; 
the latter, becaufe they came from the Devil. 
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St. OMERs, Ofober 20th, N.S. 1719. 
RE Subjeéts obliged to yield Obedicnce to wicked 


f \ Governors 2 


A. Surely ’tisan excellent Rule chat is prefCribed for 
a King in Deuteronomy ; and there have been few Kings 
in}; People of God, after that Rule, if any one at 
all. So true is that faying, al! good Princes may have 
their Nameseafily {crib within the Compats of one 
Rang. The Kings of judch the beft had no {mall 
Faults : thoefe of [/racl were all naught. Haply, chat 
exact Rule was anfwerd by the great Theodofius, St. 
Lewis, and fome ‘ew more. ‘ihe fewer they have 
been, the grecteris the Praife. ‘lo which Praife we 
fhut wp the Entrance to none of the Kings. In the 
mean time we inculcate into Subjects Obedience to- 
wards them all, according to the Precept of Chri# and 
his Apoftles. Ler them defire the beft, give God 
Tharks tor the middle Sort, bear with the worft, for 
the Doctrine and Example of Cériz. Let them fut- 
ter even crafty Foxes, fuch as Hered : even cruel Ly- 
ons, fuch as Nero. And when we {peak of Subjects, 
under that Name, we comprehend alfo inferior Ma- 
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ciltrates, who in refoect of the higheft Power, are 
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but Subjects, fent by the King, as Peter fata. We 

reach not Evangelium armatum, an armed Gofpel. 
Not Obedience only, buc Honour alfo and Keverence 
are due unto them, even to the froward. They are 
Princes ; they are God’s Minitiers. And if rhe doubt- 
ful Actions even of private Men are according to the 
Rule of Charity, to be interpreted on the better Part, 
how much more of Kings; who are not bound to 
render an Account of their Actions to any, mor can 
they fometimes do it without Peril of the Commen- 
wealth. 

Q. What Proportion do the Sides bear one to another 
in a plain Triangle ¢ 

A. li all plain Triang'es, the Sides are in fuch Pro- 
portion cone to another, as are the Sines of their op- 
pofite Angles, For as iu the Triangle A DE, as the 
Side A D 1s in Proportion to ED, {fo is the Sine of the 
Angle at E,to theSine of theAngle at A ; therefore about 
the Triangle ADE, defcribing the Cwcle ADEC, 
then are the Sides of the Triangle ADE, as Subten- 
dents or Chords inthe Circle ADC: fo that asthe 
Chord of the Arch AD isin Proportion to the Chord 
of the Arch ED, fo is the Side of the Triangle A D, 
to the Side ED; and the like ts to be underitood of 
AE. Batthe half Chords are Sines of half the Arches 
fubtended by thofe Chords, and as the whole is to 
the whole, {ois the half ro the half: therefore as the 
sine of half cae Arch 
AD is in Proportion 
to the Sineof half the 
Arch ED: fois the 
side AD to the Side 
Eb. . But half rhe 
Arch AD, is the 
Meafure of the An- - 
gleat R;andhaltthe \ tales 
Arch EDistheMea- * Jf 
fureoftheAnglear A; N wf 
therefore as the Sine ee 
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12 The Delyhich ORACLE. 
an Angle at E, 1s in Proportion to the Sine of the 
ingle ar A, fo isthe Side ADtothe Side ED. And 
os “hike is to be underitocd of the Side A E, and his op- 
pofire Angle at D, And feeing as the Sine of Eis tothe 
Sine of A, fo is AD to ED ; therefore alfo alternative- 
lv, as the Sine of the Angle at E, is in Proportion to 
A D, fo isthe Sine of the Angle at A to the Side ED. 
a. Which ts the antienteft Language, the Hebrew or 
the Greek. 

A. The Antiquity of the orienta) Languages is 
granted by all, to be before any of the occidental 
Tongues whaeloever r; that Isto fay, the Languagés 
af Alt 2 and £1) frick are enter than any of the & “Spee- 
ches usa in Europe et mn ‘iii iefs thie Greek Longue, 
which ipread (> far it Eurove, that out of Greece it 
took root in Spain, France, Tealy, and in Africh i in all 
the Mediterranean Sea~ hore, end almoft into Perfia 
it felf by Alexanaer the Great, yet not that it was the 
ony Tongue fpoken in Afa, " Afvick, arid Europe, all 

o her Tongues being loft, but that it cime in for its 
Smoothne f. by the V itorioufnels of that “cople, and 
the Activity of ther Ku gs, and great Traiiick of their 
moft renowned Merchants and Seamen, we own thst 
i¢ might challenge e preat Antiquity, and be Com- 
peticor with the Chaldean, Syriac and Arabick Tongues ; 
but with Hebrew no Man dare bring it intro Competition 
for Antiquity. However, the Greek Tongue cannot 
well have the fame e Original with the lafé mention’d 
ones, if thefe three are bur one andthe fame Specch, 
ard began (as Ravis fays in his Difcourfe of om orl- 
ental Tengues) at ene: aftant together with Adziz, be- 
in Y piven Lo nine DY God Almighty, to talk with his 
Crestcr and a frerwerds with [iis Bed-fellow, nor 
with the Devil acthe did. But to his Opinion we Can- 
ror acquiefce, becaufe we know there wasa great Di- 
fiance between the Hebrew Innocency, the Chaldean 
impure, the Syrzan Gods, and the Arabian Rovery ; 
and we tusiher know that the whole Greek Tongue 

(no 
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(no Dialect of it excepted) as big as it now is, comes 
by good natural Pedigree from the Hebrew, Chaldean, 
Syriac and Arabick Languages. There are above ooo 
Greek Words deriv’d from the Heorew 5 yet it the very 
{fame Root and Stock be inthe Chaldean, Syrtac and 
Avabick Tongue:, who can deny, or will not eafily 
erant, that all thefe Gooo Greek Words already deri~ 
ved out of the Hebrew Bible, are at the fame inftanr 
derived our of the Chaldean and the other twoTongues ? 
And then befides, if n¥any choufand Words extant in 
Greek can be farther derived by us from the Hebrew 
Words extant in the Bible, will not all this declare 
more and more a great Anuquity, not only of Hebrew 
we fay, but alfo of Chaldean, Syriac and Arabick be- 
fore tie Greek Tongue ? It being a moft reafonable 
Principle, that if the Parents begot never fo many 
Children in divers Countries, let chefe Children have 
never fo many and various Names, yer they will ne- 
ver be elder than their Parents. 
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Doway, Cétober 24th, N.S. 1719 


Q. YD Eing a Perfon in that pudlick Station, that the 

late Death of ny Wife is not unknown to the 
whole Town, and all the Country about, I need not men- 
tion my Name and Charatter to you, Gentlemen ; but only 
defire to be advis'd by you, whetoer my exceffive Grief for 
the Lofs of a Lady fo excellen'ly endowed as fhe was with 
Vit, Yunth, Beauty, and Virtue, 15 any way criminal a- 
cainst Heaven, my Family, or my Crountry, fince I can 
jcavce (except raving againft the trreverfible Decrees of 
Fate) att with {uch Alacrity, Chearfulne{s, and Inda- 
firy, as lavas wont in the Service l’memployd 3 ner ie- 
card my Children and Servants with the fame Frezdom aid 
good Humour I u{ually extended towards ivem ¢ 


4. The 
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A, The Prince whom you ferve, and the many 
and various Bufinetles of your Oftce, what elfe do 
they all fay usvo you, but, atread your Work, you are 
mot at leifure to be a Mourners, M vit crue is that old 
Saying, The Mind ts prevalent, aweere vow put tb forth 
and ufe zt. Certainly mw is there to be ufed, where our 
Labour may be to good purpofe; char is, not in 
Mourning, burt in the service ot your King and Couns 
try. Bur you may object, Sir, it is hard ang inhu- 
man to expel out of your Heart the Thought of her 
you lovd fo dear y and fo dsfervedly, not lefs for her 
Virtues, than becaufe fhe was your Wife. Remem- 
ber, cis required but for a Time, and, as ina Laby- 
rinth, this way leads you to a Place contrary unto 
it. Sodotha fhore Abitinence conduce to the better 
Concoction and Digeltion of the Pood you thal) ear. 
We would have her livein your Thoughts perpetually, 
but fothat the Memory of her may delight, not tv1- 
ment you. ‘fis un Injury to her, when fhe ts caicd 
into your Mind to create her Husband Sorrow. Lt 
her come then, when fhe mav come, tn the Quay 
fic Was wont to come, fair, kind, and cheerful, and 
leaving a troublefome Remembrance of her, is falfe, 
and refemb'es her nor. We do now forefee the Time, 
wien that Sweetnefs of Manners, thar Love and Re- 
verence of you, that unwearicd Care in the good 
Education of her Children, thai fincere Prery to- 
wards God, and Woharfoever in many of that Sex is 
wanting, in fome few is mow Praife-worthy, will 
otter it felf to your Mind, not only without Danger, 
bur wich much Senfe of Joy : when it will delight you 
to remember her; and to fet betore your Childrens 
Eyes ali her Actions as the beit Samplar for their Life. 
Only tor a little while puc by“ the Thought of her 
whom you fhall afterwards refume with Advantage. 
Conier with the Dead, ard‘turn over Books, you 
will find in Hiftories Examples of Men, who have 
born the Deaths of Parents, Wives, and Children, 
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with a Mind lefs mov’d than ours is at the reading of 
the Story. Mourning is a confuled Thing, it objects 
unto the Mind many things at once, which being joyn’d 
rerrify ; but vanifh being divided. All the Aflaules it 
makes againft you, are either in refpect of her whom 
you lament, or of your felf the Mourner, or of your 
Children, with whom and for whom you mourn. 
Weigh thefe Particulars feverally, you will find part- 
lv that there is no Caufe of Grief, partiy that the 
Incommodity is much over-balanced by greater Gocd. 
The Doctor of the Gentiles, the Founder of Churches, 
cal’d to be an Apoftle by a Voice from Heaven ; 
who being endu’d alfo with human Learning, all o- 
ther Arguments omitted, checks the Immedefty of 
Sorrow with thefe Words, ] would not have you igno- 
rant, Brethven, concerning them that are afleep, that ye 
forrow not even as others which have xo Hope, For if we 
believe that FESUS died and rofe again, even fo them 
thet are afleep will God bring to him. By this Text we 
gather that immoderate Grief tor the Dead is fome- 
what finful; but if Pawl, as it is believed, after he 
wrore this, vifited his Difciples of Adacedon again, he 
might haply profecute this moit wholefcme Point 
more at large after this Sort: Friends, whom Nature 
hath made of the fame kind with us, and the Word 
of God hath rew made and raifed to the fame Grace, 
ye know ic is our Duty throughly to purge our what- 
foever old Corruption remains in you, your Counte- 
nance, your Tiabit, and Gefture fpeak you to be 
much and long griev'd in Mind, if any of your dea- 
reit Relations be taken out of your Sight, But our 
Words are not the fame with other People, for whom 
they call dead, we fay are fallen afleep: fo we are 
taught to {peak by him that is not only the Mafter of 
Life, but Speech. That Sleep is the Image of Death, 
even the Poets of the Grecians and their Philofophers 
have deliver'd ; but with them the Similitude holds 
not, Which with us is more exaét. By Moticn and 
Acticn 
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Action we underftand Life : there is a Defect of thefe © 
when the Body is ty d up with the Bonds of Sleep, and | 
lies as it were buried: when the Morning Sun hath | 


driven away the Night, that Vigour which was not 
loft, but intermitted, returns again ; mean while, the 
Soul which hath a Power not depending on the Body, 
performing the Ofhces of both Times, perpetuates 
her Achon ; fo whenthe Time of Mortal Life is come, 
the Body lies torpid and unactive, whether it retain as 
yet the Shape ir had immediately before, or elfe hath 
renderd its Parts unto the origina] Duft. Bue wait un- 
til the great Day fhine forth, there it will appear, the 
Body reited for a Time, which feemed loit. in the 
mean time, that Part which ts invifible keeps Pofleffion 
of Life in behalf of the whole Man. ‘Compare with 
this our Faith, what others running into fo many by- 
ways do conceive: whenin very many and the grea- 
teft Things their Opinions differ, in this almoft alone 
they agree, that they are without Hore of Life ever 
to return unto the Body, and therefore deprive Man 
of his Immortality. For Man is a Body animate, not 
a Soul without a Body, nor a Body without a Soul. 
The Soul it feif departed from the Body, many of 
them either think to be annihilated, or at leaft not to 
retain itsown Subflance. So the whole Man, tothem, 
is deftroy d without Hope of Reftitution, as appears 
by thofe very Confolations which they apply to Mour- 
ners. For they fay, dead Men indeed have no good; 
but neither have they any ill. Now although the O- 
pinion of thefe Men is hard, yet thems is much harder 
who make the Soul out live the Body. For the lower 
Place which they will have to be the common Seat of 
Souls gone out of the Body, they defcribe as a wild 
Place, horrid and dark, and of {uch a Condition, that 
one woud die another Death to get out of it, More- 
over, which is worft of all, they to whom other Pu- 
nifhments are remitted are (according to this Opinion) 
everlaitingly under this Torment, a vain and never 
fatisfyed 
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fatisfyed Defire of returning back again to cheir for- 
mer Life. But ye have learn’d among the Elements 
of our Do&trine, that Life rema'ns in the Sou', : and 
fhall be reftor’d to the Body. That which is the Cor- 
fummation of our Defires, concludes the Formula in 
our holy Iniation. ‘The moft famous Enquirer into 
Nature among the Greczans, the great Arijfutle, gives 
this Re:fon why we have not the Knowleige of many 
Things ; becaufe we can neither fee them with our 
Eyes, nor touch them with our Hands: by which way 
things are wont to come unto the Underftanding, God 
hath excluded us from this Excufe and Pretence for 
our Ignorance. He hath prefented to our Hands and 
Eyes a Specimen and Pledge of what we hope for. 
That Fefus Chriff the Author of our Faith was nailed 
to the Crofs, and died on the Crofs, ail Jeru/alem faw, 
the Senate faw, the Roman Band faw ic with their 
Eyes, and alfo that Multitude of Strangers wherewith 
that great Ciry was then fill’d. Thar he was buried 
and lay in the Sepulchre two whole Nights, and the 
Day interpofed, is manfelt, both by the Declaration 
of the Seal, and by the Tettimony of rhe Watch. 
So far we and our Adverfaries are agreed, This fame 
Fefus after that time Women faw living again, his 
Followers alfo faw him, both feverally, and all the 
even together, at divers Times; there were fome 
alfo that handled his Hands and Sid2. That noting 
might be wanting to make Faith compleat, he fhew d 
himfelf co be feen and heard by 500 Witneliis at once, 
who teftified the fame. Now it our Teftimeny be re- 
ceived by a moft evident Example, it is manifeli that 
God can reitore Life to a dead Body. And by the 
fame Argument it is evinced, that this fhali be done 
for all the Difciples of Chré?’s Jnfticurion, if that be 
certain, which was certainly heard by many Thou- 
fands, that Chrif# hath promis’ it, For the Refur- 
rection of our Bodies is afiured by C4ri/?’s Teftimony ; 
the Veracity of Cérit ic witnellcd by nis Refurreétion. 

G Neiher 
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Weirher could it ftand wih the Equity of God to give | | 
thar Honour to one that {pake not the Truth, efpe. | 
cial'y himfelf before the Event had feet it for a Sign: 
wherefore believe us, that Cri is rifen ; and believe » 
Chriff, that all fhall rife to immortal Bicflednefs and 
blefied Immortality who die his Difcip'es. 

This Place of St. Paul hath carried us farther than 
we intended; but from hence, Sir, you may learn that 
the Soul of your Wife for many Reafons mott beloved, | 
begins already to enjoy the iweet Fruits of her Vir- 
tues, and tafts the Reward promis’d to fi-cere Piety. 
What fhe hath in Pofleffion is f great, that fhe wants 
nothing; and vet that is more, which fhe {ves the 
fhall peffef&. Nor have you any Reafon to fay, the 
might have ftay’d longer before fhe went to Heaven. 
Time is fome Advantage; and it isa great Felicity to 
be quickly happy. How many Evils, par:ly certain, 
partly uncertain, doti he efcape who is call’d hence 
betimes? How many are the Examples of Men that 
have paid dear for the lengthening of their Lives ? We 
might here relate the Torments of Difeafes, and the | 
AGronts of Forrune never more to be fear’d than when 
fhe flatters, and the Incommodcities of old Age, which 
every Man that lives long fhall be fure of. This one | 
Th.ng feems co us a fufiicient Benefit ofan early Death, 
to be put outot a Danger of finning any more. It re 
Mains that vou fay, | am not forry for her Sake, but 
mv own: And tothis we were now Coming, for that 
is wont to be faid; but how unjufily, any one may 
eahiy uncerftaid whofe Ejulations have not made him | 
deaf to the Voice of Reafon. He that flies to this | 
Refuge manifeitiy, fhews himfelf an Offender againtt | 
the Laws ot Frien dthip. Lopyrus is Commanded in | 
Story becaufe ke cut and diimembred his cwn Body, | 
to the end his King might cbtaina great, yet but one } 
City. In chis Cafe there was fome Comparifon; but 
m yours, if inthe one Scale vou put your Wite ad> 
vanced to the very Gates of Erernity, enjoying the | 

Society | 
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Society of Chrift and the blefied Souls, free from e- 
very thing thar may occaficn either Grief or Fear; in 
the other Scale place your (elf, deltitute of chofe Com- 
modities which a happy Matrimony prolonged tor 
fome more Years might add unto yeu, there will be 
found no Weight in your Part of the Ballance, the 
Beam will not ffand ac all, but feeediiy turn wich the 
great Weight on the other Side, as if on Yours were 
nothing. But acquiring you from fis Compariton, 
tell us, wherein is he move unhappy who hath loft a 
Wife, than he who never had one? In Opinion there 
is fame Difference, for the Memory of the Thing once 
poflelied reprefen:s the Image, and the Image excites 
the Defire: but this is che Jusgment of the lower 
Bench, we tay appeal. Thus far we have ina con- 
folatory way int'mated that mmiocerate and exceliive 
Grief for the Dead is contrary to the Rules of Carifi- 
anity, the-efore we conclude with this Advice, that 
youweould, Sir, bear your Wife’s Death with Pati- 
ence. Ner may you be fufpected for to have loved 
her your Wife lef, Keep her Virtues in vour Me- 
mory, dehver erem to your Children, and as you 
can by ingenious and glorisus Monuments propagate 
them to Pofterity. 
. In what Sinfe is the Werd Tranfubfantiation to 
be taken ¢ 

A. In tiie Sacrament of the Exchari, there is not 
to be uncerliood any phyfical Tranfubdjtantiation, but 
metaphviical, or rather rheological, and we may 
aid theurgical, As the Werd Sudjtance is not to ba 
taken by all in the fame Manner; for the Arifotclian 
Phuofophers take it one way, andthe P/atonick ano- 
ther, fo the Word Tran{ubfantiation: or, if you had 
rather follow the Greek, Tranfelementation. 

Q. Was the Chrittian Religiin propagated chiefly by 
Preaching, Example, Martyrdom, Miracles, or Force of 
firms ¢ 
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A. The Name of Ch: sf was f ipread in the Times of | 


tlie Apofties, not only among the Britons and Germans, 





but in che remorett Parts a the World. Whar Res 


ligion is there that can equal the Criftian in fo large 


a Poiicllion? Ifyou name Pagan:/m, you alledge one 


Name, rot one Reigton. For they ador'd not the 
fame Deitv, bur fome the Stars, fome the Elements, 
ome the Bealts, fooie Things of no Subfiftence: nel- 
* had they one Ruie, ncr any common Matter of 


one Nation, and uonce the Time of Cdrift their 

igton hath recei\ d no notable Encreafe. Yea their 
Law ath beea made known more by Chriftians than 
themiclve:. Matumectilin hath enlarged it felf into 
Ccuatriss enough, but not alone: For in the fame 
Countries there is a Mixture of the Chriftian Religion ; 
and in fome Places the Chrt/fians are the orcater Num- 
ber, when yet Mabumeians are not fourd in many 
P.rts where Christians are. Now as concerns by what 
Hancs and Inftraments rhe Chriftian Religios | Was Care 
ricd fo far, we obferve how moft Men are {5 affected 
that they eaiily are drawn after the Examples of Prin- 
ces and great Men. And the more, if the Examples 
be ftrengthencd with Law and Force. Hence had the 
Pagan Keligions, hence had the Madumetan their En- 
creale. But the fie Teachers of the Chriftian Reu- 
giom, Were not on'y without Command, but of a very 
low Fortune, Fifhermen, Tent-makers, and of the like 
Condition. And yet by their Labours, the Dodtrine 
within about 30 Years was propagated not alone thro’ 
all the Par - of "he Roman Empire, but even to the 
Pari hians and Indians. Nor at the Beginning only, but 
for 3 Centuries, by the Hands of private Men, with- 
out an Threats, without any temporal Encourage- 
ments, notwithttand: ing all the Oppofition of fecular 
Rulers, was this Religion promoted ; {o that before 
Conftantine gave his Name to Chri ifrianity, this was not 


the lelier Part of the Roman; Wold. The Matters of 
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| Manners among the Grecians were commendable for 
aS) their other Arts, as the Peripateticks tor natural Hultory 
C= the Stoicks for Sophyftry, the Pythagoreans tor Mulick ; 
ge and nct a few of them, as Plaio, ‘Sbeophraftus, Xeno- 
ne phon, were graced with a kind of acmirable Eloquence. 
he But the firft Doctors of Chrifiianijm had nor the Aid of 
ts, any fuch Art: their Speech was with great Simpheuty, 
El- | and without alluring Ornaments, containing naked Pre- 
of | cepts, Promifes, ‘Threats; which having not of them- 
ut felves an Efficacy equal to fuch great Progrelies, we 
el mult needs conclude either Miracles, or the fecret ¢ ilt- 
ele fiance of God profpered their Work, or both. To this 
an Confideration add that the firft Difcipies and Foilowers 
to of thofe Chriffian Doctors had not Minds urprepcficiled 
ne of certain former Religions, and therefore ductile and 
15 eafy to be framed after a new Form, as they that firit 
n- admitted Mahumet’s Law, much lels prepared by any 
ny previous Difpofition or Inftirucion, as the Hebrews were 
ait by Circumcilion, and the Knowledge of one God, dif- 
irs pofed to the receiving of Mo/es’s Law: buton the con- 
cd | trary they were pre-engaged to Opinions, and ( that 
a fecond Nature Cuftom, repugnant to thofe new Dee 
es €rines) having been bred up, and by the Authority of 
he their Couatry Laws, and of their Parents confirm’d in 
” Pagan Idolatries, or ‘Fewifh Ceremonies. To this Ob- 
ite {truction was added another as great, that 1s, moft grie- 
y vous Sufferings, which prefented ihemfelves to the Pro- 
ce feflors at the very Entrance of Chriffianity, to be en- 
1e dur d or feard for that Caufe, For feeing human Na- 
0’ ture is abhorrent from {uch Evils, it follows, thar the 
ie) Caufes of fuch Evils, are not undertaken without much 
It Reluctancy. Tne Door of Preferment was long fhut 
\- againit the Chriftians, the Way lay open to Scqueftra- 
™ tion and Exile. ‘Whefe were but light Matters. They 
ro were condemn d to the Mines, they were afflicted with 
eC ‘orments, the moft cruel that could be invented, to 
sf the Death otten; fo that as the Wrircrs of thofe Times 
if | do teltify, by no Famine, by no War, by no Pefti- 
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lence, was a greater Multitude of Men confum’d atone 
Time. Neither were the Ways of Death vulgar, bur 
Burvings alive, Crofles, and Punifhmen’s of that Sorr, 
which without greatelt Horrer we cannot read or think 
upon» And this Cruelty, that continued without any 
long breathing Spaces (and thofe Intervals nor every 
where) till about the Reign ot Conffantine inthe Reman 
Empire, elfe-where longer, was fo far trom diminith- 
ing the Chriftians, that en the contrary, their Biood 
was compard to feed, fo faft did they grow up again 
after the cutting down. Here alfo let us compare with 
the Chriftian other Religions. The Grecks and other 
Pagans, accuftomed to vaunt and an:plity what was 
their own, number fome few, who for their Doctrine 
fuffer’d Death ; fome Gymnofopbifis, Socrates, and afew 
more 3 neither can it be eality deny d, bur thefe mof 
noted Perfons were embolden’d with a Defire cf tran{- 
mitring their Fame unto Pofterrry. But among the 
Chriffians that fulter’d Death for their Dogtrine, were 
very many Plebeians, fcarce known to their own Ni igh- 
bours, Women, Virgins, Youths, who had no Appe- 
tite nor probable Hope of a lalting Name: and few of 
them are by Name recorded tn the Adartyrologies, in 
refpect of the great Number that fuffer’d tor the Caufe, 
being only honour d with a general Remembrance. It 
is worth our Obicrvation by the way, to take notice, 
that by an eafy Simulation, as the cafting a little In- 
cenfe upon the Altar, very many might have efcaprd 
Death ; which cannot be faid of them, who, what- 
fxever Thoughts they conceal’d in their Hearts, cer- 
tainly in their open Achons comply'd with the vulgar 
Manners 3 fo that to have died tor the Honour of God, 
is an Honour hardly communicated to any other, but 
Fews and Chriffians ; nor to the ‘fews at all, after the 
Times of Chriff : in former Times, but to a few of 
them, if they be compar’d with Chriftians ; more of 
whom in fome one Province fuffer’d for the Law of 
Chrif?, than ever did of Fews: all whofe Patience of 
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that kind is almoft reduced to the Times of A/anaffes 


and Antiochus, Wierefore when the Cér:/t:an Religion, 
in this part alfo, {> infinitely excelis ail other, it de- 
{erves to be preterr’d before them. Bur to conclude, 
feeing that fo lafting a Continuance of the Chriftian 
Religion, and the fo large Propagation of it can be 
referr'd to no human Efficacy, it tollows that it muft 
be afcrib’d to Miracles; or if any deny :t to have 
come to pafs by Miracles, this very thing, that witheur 
a Miracie fuch a Doétrine hath receiv’d {0 great En- 
cresfe and Strength, 1s to be accounted greater than 
any Miracle. 
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CAMBRIDGE, Oéflober 15th, 1719. 


Q. €lnce the Word Litany is not to be found ina the 
» Scripiures, why dota the Courch of England 
ule it among the Offices of thew Liturgy ? 
A. Betore we come fully to ar. {wer this Queflion, we 
think if requifite to acquaint the Propounaer hereof, 
that itis to be obferv'd, that the molt anticnt Greek 
Authors ule this Word, and others of the fame Root, 
for the mott carnsft Degree of Supplication, and moft 
earncft Submiflion. So Homer ot Cdry/es fuing for his 
Daugiter. 





E\tamlo warts Avaiag, Hiad. 1 4. 
—— He all the Greeks molt humbly did be(cech. 


Thus when the Zrojans throng’d about Priam to hin- 
der him trom going cut of the City Gates, to beg his 
Son Hedior's Body of Uhffes, Homer fays of him, 

Wavangd eAiridveve xvrwdoprer GQugrn xewepr, 

E Fovomanandine lirad. J. 22. 

Throwing himfelf ? th’ Dirt, moft bumbly did intreat 

fim all, b; Name, to let him go. 


And 
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And in the fame Place fays, how well he begs his 
Son's Body. 

Niosomar aveon telgr aaraSaror. 

I humbly will addie{s the cruel Man, 


Thus, when Achilles fupplicated to the Winds, to 
blow, to burn the Body of Patroclus, arréevev EaSeueys 
Iliad. 23. In fhort, the moft earneft Supplications 
which were made to the Heathen Deities were call’d by 
the Name of Arzeyesase So ina Time of Danger, Sup- 
plications were made at the Temples and Altars of the 
Gods. Therefore after Chriffianity had prevail d inthe 
Grecian Countries, they could not find a properer Word 
t> exprefs their moft intenfe and earneft Devotions, 
which they put up to God to deprecate his Judgments, 
than Allavea.e Now to the Queftion in hand. Altho’ 
the Name of Litany be not exprefsly to be found in 
Scripture, yet if we confider the Thing, we have very 
many Precederts of fuch kind of earnelt Supplications ; 
the 51ft P/alw was David's Litany, beginning with 
the peculiar Phrafe of this Office, Miferere ; but if 
this is efhrm'd to be usd 17 private, we have an illu- 
itrious Inflance of a publick and folemn Létany infti- 
tuted and appointed by God himfelf, in a Time of ge 
neral Calamity, the Sum whereof was, Spare thy People, 
O Lord. Joel, 11.17. So that the Fewifh Church had 
them by divine Inftitution, and ule them in their Off- 
ces to this Day. And when the Lord Fefus gave us a 
Pattern for all cur Prayers, he laid the Foundation of 
Litanies among the Christians in thefe latter Petitions, 
Forgive us our Trejpalfes, and lead us not into Temptation, 
but deliver us from Evil. And that his own Practice 
m'ght confirm the Sanction, his moft earneft Suypli- 
cation in his Agony had all the Properties of a Lisany, 
which could agree to him, the Pofture, Kneeling, the 
Companions, ltrong Cryings and Fears; the Form, 
and repeating the fame Words. Afterwards St. Paul 
doth manilefily cajoyn {Cveral kinds of publick Prayers, 
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the firft of which is Supplications; 1 Tim. ii. x. which 
Text was efteem’d by the primitive Church, to be the 
Rule and Law by which they are to compofe all their 
Liturgies, and therefore no antient Form doth want 
thefe Supplications, which they believ'd to be prefcrib’d 
by the great Ap-itle of the Gentilcs; fo that we want 
no Evidence of Scripture for this excellent Ofhce, which 
hath been antiently usd in the Eaftern Church, and 
that compil’d by them the Weftern Churches have ee 
ver fince imitated, as being the moft full and regular 
Office of this Kind; and our Litany comes nearer to 
this, than that of the prefent Roman Church, to which 
Pope Honorius hath added the Invocation of all the 
Saints, which was expunged by Matter Wickliffe, and 
latter Reformers. Thusthe Word Litany may not law- 
fully be rejected for not being tound in Scripture, more 
than other Words usd by the Church to explicate the 
Myfteries of Faith ; asthe Word Trinity, Sacrament, or 
Con{ubjtantiality of God the Son with God the Father, 
which alfo are not found in Scripture, 

Q. What is the Meaning that the Coriftians obferve 
the Feaft of Eafter ; avd whence is its Name deriv'd 2 

A. The Great, High, and Solemn Featt of Eafter, 
is celebrated in Commemoration of the Refurrection of 
the Holy ‘Fefus, after his 2 Days laterment in the 
Grave 3 and is ftil'd Pafche or Pafcha, a Paffiover, but 
not in Memory of the Angel’s Tranfit in Egypt, the 
Jewifh Pafleover being a holy Action appvinted by God 
in the killing and eating otf a Lamb; partly, that the 
Church of the ‘fews might remember the Benefits God 
conferrd upon them in pafling over the Houfis, and 
not {miting them, Exod, xii. 11. but our Feltival or 
Feaft is celebrated (as above-mentioned) to commemo- 
rate Chrif?’s RefurreGtion ; though we fill retain the 
Name Pafcha, not only becaule the Lamb that was 
kill'd by the Jews of old in their Pafleover, was a true 
Type ot the Lamb of God, Chrift Fefas, who was fa- 
erihed for Mans Salvation, but becaufe at that very 
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‘Time he pafsd to his Father from this World, for 
TiDS Pefach, fignifies Tranfitio, a Paflagey from MOD 
Palach, tranfire, to pafs; or becaule then there was a 
Paflage from an old toa new Life ; and it is alf namd 
Florida, a florids O vernanti anni tempore, trom the 
Hourifhing and Spring-time of the Year in which it 
falls. “Tis call'd Eaffer from Offer, a Goddefs (as you 
may read in Verflegan, chap. 3.) ot the antient Saxons, 
whofe Feaft they kept in the Month of April, in regard 
that then the Son of Righteoufnefs did rife, as the Sun 
in the Eaft; and theretore Eaffer may be deriv’d from 
the Eaft alfo. Now this 1s the Bafis of all the Lord’s 
Days in the Year, though it be a moveable Feaft, and 
falls fometimes higher, fometimes lower, as all the mo- 
veable Feaftsdo, butthe Time of Eaffer being known, 
the reft are foon difcover'd : and thus you may know 
when this Feaft will fall. 

Ecfter-Day is always the firft Sunday after the firft full 
Moon, which fhall happen next after the 41th Day 
of March; and if the full Moon fall on a Sunday, the 
Sunday afer will be Eaffer-Day, Now though this 
Rule be true enough as to the Gregorian, yet it 1s net 
applicable to our Zulian Accompt, which the Table ot 
moveable Feafts in the Commun-Prayer- Book calculated 
for 40 Ycars regards only, and mutt be follow’d til 
his Majefty commands another ; and one Reafon is, the 
Prec: flion of the equinoctium vernum, which from the 
firft Nicene Council, to this Time, hath anticipated 11 
Days, falling now the roth of March, whereas it was 
en the arft, and the Reafon of this Anticipation 15, 
that the Falian exceeds the folar Year 10 Minutes and 
48 Seconds, or thereabouts ; which caufes the Equi- 
noxes and Solflices yearly to change their Places, and 
go backward fo many Minutes and Seconds. The Lu- 
vations alfo, by Reafon of the Preat Quantity allowd 
them, do every 19 Years anticipate almoft an Hour 
and Half, and in 312 Years and a Half, one whole 
Day; and therefore not exiétly to be found by the 
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Golden Number, though on thofe Lunations Eafer 
depends, as of it all the moveable Feafts, which is the 
other Caule of thofe Errors, and both together the fift 
Occafion of the Roman Emendation, whereby thar 
Church doth always produce Eaffer on the Sunday fol- 
lowing the firlt full Moon nexe after the vernal Equi- 
nex, according to the Decree of the Nreene Council. 
This occafion’d that Error thar all the Aftrologers were 
guilty of in§ Weeks Miftake 1n 1663, and one Week 
in 16643 and it is the 20th Time it hath fo happen’d 
fince 1600: but inthe Years 2437, 2461, 2491, if 
the World continues fo long, there will be 42 Days 
Error, and fometime a‘ter, nolefs than 4g Days; and 
after the Year 2698 (it the old Calendar be {till retain’d} 
it will never again happen according to the Rule of the 
Church, as before. Eaffer-Day, and the reft cf the 
moveable Feafts, anno. 1661, according to the Fulian 
Accompr, fell full afloon, or low in the Year, upon 
its neareft Limit or Boundary, as ever it could, which 
hath not happend from 1673 ull this Year; nor will 
fo fall out again in 24.7 Years, till the Year 1919, 
which will be 196 Years, fromthis Year 1719. Alfo 
ob/erve, that Eafter always falls between the 21ft of 
March and the 26th of April, thefe 2 Days being cx- 
cluded; for it never happens on, but between them. 

Q. There is much Talk of the Devil’s Arfe in Peak, 
and Elden-hele, dcth in Darbyfhire; what Places are 
they ¢ 

Yh Onder an old Caftle, call’d the Caftle in the 
Peak, which fignifies to appear aloft, is a Cave or Hole 
within the Ground, cail'd the Devil’s Arfe in Peak, 
which gapes with a wide Mouth, and hath in it many 
Turnings and retiring Rooms; and is reckon’d one of 
the Wonders of England, The other Place, call’d El- 
den-hole, and which lies 2 Miles diftant from Ca/f/eton, 
a Town inthe high Peak, is withinthe Peak Forett; it 
defcends directly down into the Earth, is about 30 Yards 
long, and r§ Yards broad at Top, but is much {traigh- 
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ter when it comes 4.0 Yards deep. You may fee into 
it about GoYards,{o tar the Light going in at the Mouth 
of the Hole, which 1s very fearful to louk into, being 
a Face of a Rock on cach Side. About 120 Years ago 
one Mr. Henry Cavendifh (<\dett Brother to Sir Charles 
Cavendilh) wiia haa fypect -i his Days in Travel, had 
been at ‘fertufulem, and feveral other Parts of the World, 
and hearing of this Place, came to it, and causd En- 
gines to be made to Jet a Man into this Hole ; which 
b:ing done, one George Bradley, of the Peak Foreft, 
was let down witha Rope 80 Yards long. Then ano- 
ther Engine was made to let him go 8o Yards farther ; 
and at the End tier:cf, a third Engine was made, 
whereby he was let down 80 Yards more, At the Top 
of the Rope was faflen’d a Bell, which he was to ring 
if he could go no farther, or would return back ; but 
when he wis kt do vn almoft the third 80 Yards, he 
rung the Bei!, ad scirg drawn up, he was much af- 
frightec, remaie’? Spee chieis for a Time, and was {truck 
with Lamenefe; bu: after he recoverd his Speech, he 
declar d, that as he «: fe: nued dawn, ke {sw Bones of 
Deer, Sheep, ard other Cattle, ang alfo of Men; and 
that he wes affrigh'ed, but how, ov in what Manner, he 
could not tell. He livd feveral Years after this rafh 
Experiment, but never was in perfect Memory, nor 
{sund ot his Limbs, 

Q. Were there as many Vigils obferu'd in antient Times 
as ave now appointed by the Rubrick of the Liturgy of the 
Church of England? 

A. No: For the Cbriffians in the primitive Times 
us’d to be up al! Night only before Chri/mas, Eafter, 
and a few other great Feftivals of the Year, exercifing 
themfcives in fafting and Prayer ; but afterwards they 
began to be celebrated in the Nights before the Narivie 
ties of the Martyrs: Hence fome Scandals arifing, the 
Council of Eliberis, in the 35th Canon, (as Carranza 
thews) forbids Women to be prefent in the Cemeteries 
of thofe Nights the Vigils were celebrated, At laft, a- 
bout 






































A” eee 


Re ey Se Ty NE TT 











; 
* 
e 
i 
b 4 
¢ 


: 


The Delphickh ORACLE. a9 


bout the Year 420, the nocturnal Vigils were totally 


 abolifhed, and turn’d into Preparation Fafts, to preceed 


fome of the principal Feftivals of the Church. 





WESTMINSTER, Offober 27th, 1719. 
Yeung Gentleman, who compos'd the following 


Lines, defires your Approbation, whether they 
are well done, or not ¢ 





F efus, when the fhrill Trumpet calls the Dead, 
E wer to rife from their terreftrial Bed, 


S hall come with Pow'r, to judge all Mortals, who J 
U furp d the State of Sin; and (corn’d the due ‘ 
S alvation gives to Men, who Good purfue. 


C orporeal fhall he fit, till be has paft 

H is Doom on Souls , then (hall the Earth lie waft : 
R uin'd, and thrown, by Ubunder from on high, 

I nto the Chaos where st once did le. 

S wift Fore fhall fly oer Empires, Kingdoms, States, 
I bro’ Seas and Sky, and burt the infernal Gates. 


S o fhall eternal Light tho’ Seats afcend 
O f glorious Saints; whil€ thofé, who're foi 


will find 


N othing but Tortures, which will have no End. 
O 6! dreadful Day, when nothing can be hid ; 


F or God knows what we ever thought, or did. 


O f Light depriv'd ; no Courfe the Moon {hall run ; 


G reat Heav'n fhall be diffolu’d, the Golden Sun 9 
D clighiful Day to endle{s Night muft turn. t 


Z hen, 
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T hen, then with Terrors will loft Man abound: 
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H is Sonl in Lakes of Brimitone wz!l be doom a ; 
E ver (to him; wall be a dreadful Sound. 


S inners, before the Day of Judgment comes, 


4A wake, and reckon up your finful Sums ; | 


Vengeance will otherw:/: uton you light, 

I n dreadful Plagues, and everlafting Night. 

O x Earth iw'd no Man but what muft repair 

U nto this Bar ; nay, Kings Chrift wall not fare 
R ich with the Pov muft all be judged there. 


PL A MRR PE EG (I KT ta GE ENT ea a, eS ae 


See es Se 


POA Sees 


A. By the Letter in which we receiv’d this, we un 


derftand the Author hereof, who is a Scholar at pre- 
fent in Weftwisfter School, to be a Youth but of 14 
Years of Age; 1f fo, his early Parts are very promifing ; 
and withal, contidering the confining himfelf to an A 


croftick, which is fomewhat more difficule thas other 


Verfe, in adapting proper initi:l Words to each Line to | 
declare his Thoughts, we affure him his Performance | 


is not to be contemad 3 for the Senfé ts good, the Lines 
exact Metre, nis Thoughts fublime and lofty, the Ma- 
nigement Very moving, mafculine, and “rong, and the 
Defizn, tho’ concife, very fuli: and as this is his firt 
Eflay in this kind, we doubt not but his next, as his 
green Years ripen, may be better; therefore to encou- 


rage his juvenile Brightnefs, we have thought fit to | 


honour his Poetical Fancy with a Place in our Delpbick 
Oracle. 

Q. What Power have the Lords and Commons in Pare 
liament im point of Fudicature? 

A, The moft high and abfolute Power of the Realm 
of Exgland confifts in the Parliament, which can give 
Forms of Succeffion to the Crown: and that their Pow- 


er is indifputable, it appears from feveral Prefidents. | 


For when Adamor, (that proud Prelate of Winchefter, 
Hai! Brather to King Henry lil, had aggrieved the 
State 
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State by his formidable Infolence, he was banifh’d by the 


joynt Sentence of the King, the Lords, and Commons. 
And this appears exprefly by the Letter {ent to Pope 
Alexander 1V. who expoftulated a Revocation of him 
from Exile, becaufe he was a Church-man, and fo not 
fubje&t to any Cenfure : in this the Anfwer is, Si domi- 
nus Rex, aut Majores regm hoc vellent, (meaning his 
Revocation) Communitas ramen, apfiess ingre//um in An- 
liam jam nullatenus fuftmeret,; though the Kings and 
Lords fhould conient to his Revocation, yet would the 
Commons never allow of ite The Peers fub{cribe this 
Anfwer with thar Names, and Petrus de Mountford 
vice totins Communiiatis, as Speaker, or Prolocutor of 
the Commens. For by that Stile Si- Fehn Tiptoft [ Pro- 
Iccutor] affirms uncer his Arms the Deed of Entail of 
the Crowns by King Henry LV. 1n the 8th Year of his 
Reign, for all the Commons. In the 4th Year of Ed- 
ward HI, it appears by a Letter to the Pope, that to 
the Sentence given againit the Earl of Keut, the Com- 
mons were Pasties, as well asthe Lords; for the King 
directed their Proceedings in thele Words, Comitzbus, 
Magnatibus, Baronibus, O alus de Communitate dis 
yegnt ad Varliamentum illud congregatis injunximus, ut 
fuper his difcernerent © juatcarent, quod & suftitie con- 
veniret, habere pre oculis folum Deum, qui eum concorde 
unanimi [ententia tanquam reum criminis lale Majeftatss 
mcrti adjudicarent ejus [ententia. We have commanded 
the Earls, Peers, Barons, and others of the Commone 
alty of the faid Realm aflembled in Parliament, to de- 
termine in this Matter according to Keafon and Juttice, 
having only God before their Eyes; and by an unani- 
mous Conf-nt they have fentenced him to Death, as 
guilty of High-Treafon, When in the goth Year of 
Edward Il. the Lords had pronounced the Sentence 
againft Richard Lions, otherwife than the Commons a- 
greed, they appeal’d to the King, and had Redrefs, 
and the Sentence enrer’d to their Defires, When in 


the firft of Richard Il. William Wefton and Fobn Fex- 
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nings, were atragn’d in Parliament for {urrendering 
certain Forts of the King’s, the Commons were Parties 
to the Sentence againit them given. 

Tis true, that the great Court or Council of the 
Nation confifted formerly only of the King and Peers, 
who rul’d the important Affairs of State, and controul'd 
all inferior Courts, which made King Henry Ill. to be- 
gin what his Succeffors fortunately finith’d, in leflening 
the Strength and Power of his great Lords. Aad this 
was cftccted by fearching into the Regality they had 
ufurp’d over their peculiar Sovereigns, whereby they 
were fyund to be Quot domint, tot tyranni, how many 
Lords, fo many ‘tyrants; and by weakening that In- 
fiuence and Sway, which they carried in the Parha- 
ments, by commanding the Service of many Knights, 
Citizens, and Burgefles to the great Council. Now 
began the frequent fending of Writs to the Commons ; 
their Allent not only us’d in Money and making Laws, 
for before (as we have above hinted) all Ordinances 
were pafsd by the King and Peers, but their Confent 
alfo in Judgments of all Qualitics whether Civil or Cri- 
minal. For further Proof hereof, a Petition of the 
Commons, in the 2d of Heary V. imports no lefs than 
a Right they had to act, and aflent to all Things in 
Parliament ; and fo ir is anfwer’d by the King. And 
though in the firft of Henry 1V, the Commons refer, 
by Proteftation, the pronouncing of the Sentence of 
Depofition againft King Richard II. unto the Lords, yet 
are they equally interefted ia it; for there are made 
Proctors, or Commiffioners for the whole Parliament, 
one Bifhop, one Abbot, one Earl, one Baron, and 2 
Knights [Gray and Erpingbam] forthe Commons, So 
to infer, that becaufe the Lords pronounc’d the Sentence, 
the Point of Judgment fhould be only theirs, were as 
abfurd, as to conclude that no Authority was vefted in 
any other Commullioner of Oyer and Terminer, than in 
the Perfon of that Man only that {peaks the Sentence. 
Burt to conclude the Anfwer to this Queftion, we muft 
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fay, the Effence of our Conftitution lies in this, that 
the Legiflature is in the King, with the two Houfes of 
Parliament 5 but the Execution of the Law 1S {ingly in 


ehe Crown. 











LONDON, Oélcber 30th, 17:9. 


QO. HE great Indulgence allow'd the Dillenters 
TT puffing them up with Profanenes, particularly, 
the Presbyterian Teachers, who now moft bla[phemoufly 
call the Divinity of Chrift into quesiton 5 pray Gentlemen 
of the Delphick Oracle, what is your Opinion of the iHoly 

Trinity : 
A. No Man can clearly exprefs what Things differ 
really, what by Reafon, and what modally: whether 
the Father be more rightly faid to have begotten, or 
always to beget: wherher the Perfons of the Holy 77#- 
nity may be call'd Non-entia, or Proprietaies. Theve- 
tore as the Generation of the Son of God 1s ineffable. 
and the Myttery of his Divinity unfathomable by us 
Mortals, it can only be faid, that the Treity is three 
diftinét Subfiftences of the whole Godhead in three -di- 
vine Perfons 5 namely, the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghoft: bur yet thefe three Perions are not thes 
feveral Subfiftances, but three manner of Beings of one 
ind the fame Subfiftance: fo that a Perfon in the Gad- 
head is an individual Underftanding, and incommuni: 
cable Subfiftence, living of it felf, and not fuflain’d by 
another. Though thefe three Perfons make but one 
God, yet in this Myftery there 1s alts & alitu, ano-~ 
ther and another; but not alied & aliuds another 
Thing, and another Thing, The firit Perfon is nam’d 
the Father, in refpect of his natural Son Chri? 3 the 
fecond Perfon is nam’d the Son, becaufé he is begotten 
of his Father’s Subftance, or Nature; and the third 
Perfon is nam’d the Holy Ghoft, becaute he is {piri- 
E PUA 








24 The Delphich ORACLE. 
tual without a Body, and becaufe he is {pired, or as it 
were breath’d both from the Father and the Son ; that 
is, proceeds trom both. Now this Order betwixt the 
trree Perfons inthe Blefled Trz#ity appears, in that the 
Father begetting, mutt in courfe be before the Son 
begotten ; “and the Father and the Son before the Holy 
Ghokt proceeding from both, ‘But this divine Orde 
or Oeconomy being excepted, there is neither firft no 
Jaft, neither Superiority nor Interiority among the hon 
Perfons ; but for Nature they are co-cflential, for Dig- 
nity co-equal,and for Time co-eternal, In the Incarna- 
tiun, the Godhead was not turnd into the Manhood, 


no’ the Manhood into the Godhead ; bur the Godhead, 


as it is the fecond Perfon or Word, aflum’d unto it the 
Manhood, that is, the whole Nature of Man, Body 
and Soul, and all the natural Properties and Infirmities 
thereof, Sin excepted. The cxternal and communicas 
ble Actions of the three Perfons are the Creation of the 
Word, Redemption of the Chu.ch, and Sanétification 
ot the Elect ; the firft peculiariy belonging to God the 
Father, the fecond to God the Son, and the third to 
God the Ho'y Ghoft: therefore thefe external Actions 
are indifferently, in Scripture, oftentimes afciibed to 
each of the three Perfons; and hereupon call’d commu- 
nicable ang civiced Actions ; aS Redemption, Acts 20s 
28. and Sanctification, 1 Pet. 1.2. to the Father, 
Creation, 1 fo. 3. and Sanctification, 1 Pet. 1.2. to 
the Sun; Creation, P/ai. 33.6. and Redemption, Epic’, 
4. 30. to the Holy Gholi; and joyntly ali to each, 
i Cor. 6.11. The internal and incommunicubie Aci:- 
ons, or Proprieties of the three Perfons are to beget, 
which belongs only to the Father, whois neither mad<, 
created, nor begotten of any; to be begotten, which 
belongs only to the Son, who is of the Father alone, 
not made, nor createc, but begotten ; to proceed tron: 
both, which belongs to the Holy Ghoft, who is of rhe 
Father and the Son, is neither maces created, nor be- 
gotten, but procceding. So as the Father is God be: 
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getting God the Son, the Son is God begotten of God 
the Father, and the Paraclete or Holy Ghoft 1s God 
proceeding from both God the Father and God the 
Son; but yet, as St. Athanafius in his Creed fays, they 
are not three Gods, but one God: and hence itis, that 
the Scriptures ufe the Name of God two manner of 
ways, either eflentially, and then it fignifes the three 
Perfons conjoyntly, for Nomen Dei effentialiter pofitum, 
non minus filum & sbwitum fantium, quam patrem defig- 
mat ; or perfonally, and then by a Synecdoch? it ligmbies 
but one of the three Perfons in the Godhead ; as the 
Father, 1 Tim. 2. 5. or the Son, A. 20.28, 1 Tim. 
3.16, or the Holy Ghoft, Ads 5. 4. 2Cor. 6.16. 
And becaufe the divine Effence (common to all the three 
Perfons) is but one, we call the fame, Unity; but be- 
caufe there be three diftinct Perfons in this one indivi- 
fible Effence, we call the fame, Trimity: So that this 
Unity in Trinity, and Trinity in Unity, is a Holy My- 
{tery rather to be religioufly ador’d by Faith, than cu- 
rioufly fearched by Reafon, farther than God hath re- 
vealed in his Holy Word. For how the Father begot 
the Son, we Would not have any to examine, nor over 
curioufly thruft themfelves forward into this Mvftery, 
left perhaps by approaching too near unto that Light 
which 1s inacceflible, they lofe their Eyes. And we 
rouft needs praife Aderciam the Emperor, who prohibi- 
ted all Difputes about thofe Points that were once de- 
termined by Synod, 

Q. Whence is the Word Money derived, and what were 
the feveral Sorts we have had coynd im England ? 

A, The Word Money is fo call’d from Moneta, and 
that again 4 monendo, not only, becaufe he that hath ir, 
is to be warnd providently to ufe it, but alfo becaufe 
(as Coke upon Littleton obferves) Nota illa de authore & 
valore admonet. Money alfo in Latin is call’d Nummtts, 
im Ts yous, guia lege fit nom natura. Again, it was 
call’d Pecunia, from Peews, Cattle ; becaufe all the Riches 
of the Antients confifted in living Creatures, And it is 

E 2 alfo 
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alfo call’d Cuma, @ cudendo, of coyning; in French 
Coin, fignifying a Corner, for the antienteft Sort of 
Coin was cornerd, not round ; which is more proba= 
ble ran being deriv d a aowess 4, €. communis, quod [it 
omnibus rcbus COMMUNIS. 

Now the firft Sort of Gold Coyn in England was 
cal’d an Angel, taking its Name from an Angel im- 
pre{t on one Side ot the Piece, and their Value were 
in the firft of Henry Vi. 6 s. 8d. in the firkt of Henry 
VIL 75. 6d. inthe 34th of his Reign, 7s. and in the 
6th of Fdward VI. 10 s. Florens were {fo call’d, becaufe 
miade by the Florentines; and in the 18th of Edward Ill. 
they went for 35. 6¢. Antiently our Exglifh Coyn 
call’d the Penny had a Crofs on it, by which means the 
Piece was broken afunder; fo if it was broke in half, 
it was call’d a Half-penny; and the fourth Part broke 
off, was call’d a Fourthling, from whence comes the 
Word Farthing. Burt the next Piece of Gold among 
us in ufe was the Nob/e, which was call'd by that Name 
by reafon of its being made of the nobleft and pureft 
Gold, and its Value in different Reigns were from 6 s. 
$d. to 15s. There were likewife in ufe among us 
George Nobles and Double-Nobles 3 but their Value and 
Finenefs in different Times being not certainly known, 
we fhall p:oceed to the next Coynsin courfe, which are 
the Rials or Royals, which in the fir of Henry VI. 
went for 10 5. bur in the firft of Henry VIII. for rx s. 
3d. There were likewife Rofe-Rials and SpureRials : 
and about the Year 14.27, we had in ufe among us a 
French Coyn ot Gold, cali’d a Scute, in Value about 
35. 44, Another of our Coyns were the Sovereigns, 
which went in the firft of Hemry VIUIL atid. as. 6d. 
Onites in the poth of “James 1. wert atrl. 11s. B; 
a Proclamation iflued out in the gth Year of the laft na- 
med King, Gold was rais'd 2 s.a Pound; but Charles 
Ef brought it again to the Standard of the firft Year of 
his Father; and by the way we muft note, taht a Pound 
of Gold, Troy-~Weight, was divided into 24. — 
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and each Carat into 4. Grains: and that the old Stan- 
dard of England was 23 Carats, three Grains and a 
half of fine Gold, and half a Grain of Allay, which 
might be either Silver or Copper. In Silver Coyn a 
Pound Libra, contains 12 Ounces, and tho now it 
fignifies 20 Shillings, when apply’d to Money, which 
is but the third Part of a Pound in Weight, yet it is 
call’d a Pound ftill, becaufe formerly 20 s. did weigh 
a full Pound, or 12 Ounces. Each of thele Ounces 
contain’d fo many Solids or Shillings, and fo many De- 
nari or Pence, as they who govern’d the Money Mat- 
ters thought fit; fometimes more, and fome'imes fewer, 
King Edzar made a Law, that there fhould be the fame 
Money, the fame Weight, and the fame Meature, 
throughout the Kingdom ; but it does not appear, that 
this was ever well obferv’d. The next Denomination 
of Money we meet with, is a AZark, call’d Adancus or 
Mancufa, and Meare by the Saxons; amongft whom it 
came to 30 Pence, which of their Money was 6 Shil- 
lings: but inthe Year 1194, a A@ark was then 13 5. 
4.4. and fo it has continu'd to this Day, without any 
Variation ; however, there never was any fuch Piece of 
Silver coyn’d asa Mark, nor probably any fuch Piece 
of Gold fince the Norman Conque‘t, though ‘us thought 
it took its Name from Mark or Signature on it. Nor 
was there any fuch Piece of Silver coynd as an Angel ; 
but for as much as the Piece of Gold of that Denomi- 
nation was in Value 10s. therefore that Sum is call’d 
an Angel; and fo likewife ic is with what we call a 
Noble, which goes for 6s. 84. in Accounts; but there 
has not been any fuch Picce of Gold coyn’d at that 
Price fince the 9th of Henry V. and they were firft coyn’d 
by Edward Ill. (as abovefaid ) 1344. there being ar 
that ume no Silver Coyn but Pence and Half-pence ; 
but about 5 Years afterwards Groats, (fo cali’d from 
Groffas, fignifying great) and hali Groats were coynd; 
and in 1389, feveral Coyners were condemn’d and 
hang’d for adulterating the Coyn. Pence and Half- 
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pence were not coyn’d round before the Year 1108, 


Denarius fignihes a Penny, Odolzs an Half-penny, or 
half of any thing ; and Ferlingus a Farthing. And it is 
to be obferv'd, that when we meet in old Donations, 
with fuch Words as Librata terre, Marcata, Solidata, 
or Denariata, we are to underftand as much Land as 
wiil yield the Rent of a Pound, a Mark, a Shilling, or 
a Penny by the Year, A Crown was not coynd in 
England betore Edward Vi's Time, it being the firft 
Silver Coyn of the Value of 5s. yet the Name is very 
antient, but then it was always of Gold. Half-crowms 
were of the fame Dates with the Crowns. Shzllings, 
there was never any Piece of Silver of that Name coyn’d 
in England villthe Year 1§04.; and inthe Year 1561, 
Queen El:zateth calling in all the bafe Money, the fet 
the Coyn upon that Foot it new ftands: bur King Wi- 
liam Wl. remediud the greateft Abufe of Money that 
was ever known in England, and that at a Time of the 
greateft Danger and Expence, and with very little 
Grievance of the People too. Thus much for Money, 
which if a Man fets his Heart on, and propofes it to 
himfelf, as the Butinefs of his Lite, to be rich, his 
Thoughts can feldom or never be fix'd on Heaven. 

Q. Which are ihe best Books in Enghih, and what the 
bet wiethod to learn the Mathematicks ; I mean, to at- 
tain fo much of the Elements as may be {uffictent to carry 
me into Affronomy; What are the best Books in Englifh 
to make one acquatted with the chiet Springs of Action in 
human Nature? Or the nexr beft of the Nature of the 
Peffions ¢ 

A, The Gentleman who fent us thefe Queries from 
Button’s Coftee-Houfe, in Cowent-Garden, we underftand 
is inclin’d to learn Affronomy, but whether atter the 
Prolomean or Copernican Sy{tem, he does not fpecify : 
but that does not much matter, fince the Hypothefis of 
the one calculates the celeftial Motions vith as much 
Exactitude as the other. For the Attainment of this 
molt noble Science, which Kings and Emperors have 


ftudied, 
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Audied, witncls, Fulias Caefar, Ofavius Auguftus, Theo~ 
dofius, Advian, Frederick |), Charles V. Maximilian, 
Alpo.nfus King of Arragon, and Philip King of Spaz, 
tis requifite to learn vulgar Aritometick as far as the 
Rule of Three, with the Extraction of the Square and 
Cube Roots, and to have fome Infight in Legarithms ; 
next making your {clf perfect in problematical Geometry 
only, you may then proceed to the Aftronomical Arr, 
and without a Multiplicity of Books, tor of making ma- 
ny (as the wifeft of Men fays, Ecclef. 12. 12.) there ts 
no End, you may become a perfect Matter thereof by 
nly making ufe of Wing’s and Leybourn’s Treatife inti- 
tued URANIA PRACTICA, which for kar- 
ing practical Affronomy in all its Parts, is the bett 
Book, either old, middle, or modern, now exrant in 
the Englifh Tongue. For there you may know how to 
find for ever the vulgar Notes us’d tor every Year, both 
in the Ful:an and Gregorian Accompts; how to calcu 
late the Places, Afpects, and Eclipfes of the Lumina- 
ries, for any time paft or to come; and how to fiad the 
Altitude, Azimuth, Amplitude, Ruling, Culminating, 
S-tting, and Declination of the Sun and fixed Stars, in 
feveral Latitudes. As for the fecond Query, which re- 
quires to know which are the beft Englifh Books, tor 
acquainting one with the chief Springs of Action in hu- 
man Nature, we recommend the Gentleman to the Per- 
ufal of the curious Works fet forth by the Virrucfo’s of 
the Royal Society, for the Improvement of experimen- 
tal Knowledge aad natuval Philojfopsy. And as for his 
demanding to know the next beit Englifh Books cone 
cerning the Nature of the Palllons, we think the Gene 
tieman cannot fee them better defcrib’d than in our Dra- 
matick Poets, we mean the Tragick Writers, asin the 
Oedipus of Dryden and Lee, Lee's Theodofias ur Force ot 
Love, Southerne’s Ovoonoko, Addifin’s Cato, and Row'e’s 
Royal Convert: there you fhall e the angry Man’s 
Voice, Colour and Countenance fo changing, as if Fu- 
ry, Reafon, had fet a new Garriion in the Citadel of his 
oo. 
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Soul ; D ‘pair confpiring Suicide or Self-murder ; Dif- 


content ftinging another to the Heart, Grief cafting 


the Soul into the Shade of Unhappinefs ; Fear terrifying 
fome with a trighted Mind ; Jealoufy, that Spanifh Curfe, 
perpl xing others; Hatred everlafting arifing betwixt 
Rivals; Revenge infulting over Enemies; Joy trium- 
phing in a State of Profperity ; Sorrow finking under 
Mistortunes ; whilft Envy is grounding her {elf upon the 
Happincfs of others ; Rage upon Injury, and Love, ei- 
ther real or difhonourable, upon the atrra@ting Powers 
of Beauty. 

Q. In what Pofture ought we to receive the Eucharift ; 
And why is Water usd in Bapti{m 2 

A. The Eucharilt, or Sacrament of the Lord’s-Sup~ 
per, 1s receiv’d by the Members of the Church of Exg- 
land, (asit ought to be) kneeling, In all the frft Ages 
ot Chriffianity, many Liturgies were compos’d {uitable 
to the Places ard Times for which they were di tign’d ; 
but yet all different from the Roman Manner ot :ccéi- 
ving It; and the reverend Compofers of our Cenz:zone 
Prey.r- Book have usd the fame Freedom, extracting the 
Power, and reje€ting the fufp:cious Parts cut of all rhe 
former, and fo have compleated this Model, with fo 
exact a Judgment, and happy Succefs, that it is hard 
to determine whether they more endeavour'd the Ad- 
vancement of Devotion, or the Imitation of pure An- 
tiquiry ;.for we fafely affirm, that it 1s more primitive 
in allits Parts, and more apt to affilt us in worthy re- 
cciving, than any Liturgy now usd in the Céri/tian 
World. The S:ile is plain and moving, the Phrafe is 
thut of the moft genuine Fathers, and the whole Com- 
poli ion very pious, and proper to reprefent and give 
Lultre ro the Day. 

The other Sacrament call’d Baptifm, and in which 
we ufe the Sign of the Crofs, comes from the Greek 
Virb Cama or Carnlw, fignifying to dip or plunge 
any thirg intothe Water, or other Liquid, and anfwers 
to the Hebrew Word Tabal, which fignifies the fame. 

Befides, 
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Befides, Water (which comes up to your laff Oneftion) 
hath fo naturally a Property of cleanfing, th vit hath 
been made a Symbol of Puritica tion by «il Nations, 
end usd with that Significatic nin the Rites of nf! Reli- - 
giOns 3 for the Gentiles wall a’d before their Sacrifices for 
the Expiation of their Cftences. 7 

Q. Hero J; ng of the ayes acufans 1 SiC! ly had caus d 
to de im rade a Crown of Gola of a won: rfsl Weizht, to be 
ofrer'd for bis good Succe[s in Wart 5 but in wm: caking 3 therce 


‘wow 


of the G oe fraudulntly tok ont a certain Portion of 


Gold, and put $4 Sitve fir it, fo that 3 there Was Re thine 
abated o F she full Weizht, altho? there was much of the 
Value ¢ diminijnd. New vb Dit cfltote is, bow the Chiat could 
be found out, in pea ng how muca § elven was Mixt witD 
the Gold, witbout breaking the Crow 

A, When it came to be div rulged that the Goldfmich 
had detrauded the King, and he heir ng cefrous to Know 
the Truth thereof without breaking the Crown, he 
propos d the Matter to Archimedes, the mot famous Mo 
thematician, who altho he couid not prefonrly detect 
oo Cheat, yethad fo good Hope as to devife a Way for 
nding 1 OUT; and (, Gs he chanced to enter into a 

! 


oarhi ing Tub full of Water, tow fh himftk, he ebferw'd, 
es : Ar apes ; 
that as his Br dy enterd im! ir, ree VA gtr ran ver the 
ub, whereby his ready Ww It of fic b finall Eficcts con= 


yeCturing greater W orks, conceivd profi nuy a Reafon 
of Sulutioa to the King’ 3 Quelins ny and therel fore ree 
pycing excecdingly more tian if he had gotten the 
Crown it (elf, f; 1got that he was naked, an ‘ad fo ran 
home, cryii igashe went, gunna, foonan, ie. Ff bav 

found, | hat 1€ foun. } Tie TeUDON has oF caus two 
mafly Pieces one of Gold, another of silver to be 
prepard of the fame Weight thatthe fid Crown was 


* and con! tiding (nat Gold is nature lly leather than 
SUVES, th 1€% es fore C. sd of | Lilee VT ig the 1K: if \, Oloet 6 utk 


needs occupy lef§ Roora, by res fon it is more ¢ moact 
ane teund | in Subftar Ce, he Was affurd thas murting (he 
Mafs of Gold into a Veftel brim full ot Waser, there 
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42 Zic Deinbtch ORACLE. 
would not { much Water run cut, as when he fhould 
put in the Suver Mafs ot the like Weight. Wherefore 
he try d out! My and noted net only the Quantities of the 
Water at each came, but alfo the Difference or Execs 
ot the one above the other, whiercby he learn’d what 
Pr oportion in Quantity is verween Gold and Silver of 
quai Weight. Ang then putring the Crown it felf into 
the Vellels of Water brimlul (:s before) mark’d how 
much Water cid run out then, and comparing it with 
the Water that ran cut when the Gold was putin, no- 
ted how much it did «exceed that: and likewife compa: 
png it with the Water that ran out of the Silver, mar- 
king how much ic was lefs than that, he by the fi Pro- 
portions Arithmetically found out, the jult Quantity of 
(cold that was taken out of the Crown, and how much 
Siver was putin ftead of it. 

Qi: iS Tepi ried for a cridiple Truth, buat Oliver 
C roiuwe I] tbe fame Morning thit he had defeated : De King’ 5 
<iriiny al Worcelter Fight, had Conference perfonally with 
the Devil, with wh 7" he made a Contract, that tv have 
be iil then, and in all | Thing: ed[e afier for 7 Years from 
boat time ( verng tie 34 uj ‘September 165 i) he fusuld at 


he Expiva:ton of tue faia Years, have & him at bis eran 


both bis Sc 11 and Body, Now if you pleafe, Gentleme 

io reckon fi a Vvi/3 tt *: 34 Oj any pte mbcr 1691, till tbe ad i 

ey —" ui ber 16§ yOu fall on LiCa hy fue 7 “"] a 

é: id 2? ere. al tl eC Ex a of 2 which he - ate ed ; but With D [uch 
resnsiy of te: pak uors Weatier, that was by all Men 

‘ude b prod gio 3 i ther was bis End mire mijerable 


’ ’ et 


¢ Beare ice and d fpairi 1 o ) he bath left bis Name in- 
f st720ibSe But au be Rae ar: Hwe pro, round from this Relation 
is, wwetier People can make Leagues, Compacis, or Cove- 
nants wth ibe Deval 2 | 

Al, hy Devil A cannot 4y his are Power or Will, 
: etait Tapoeatl V: (10: 'y af WwW hat Sha De e pleafes, peytner 
| can he when he wit 13 mor as he vil perfoim fuch 
i firange Dricks at People repari ot him, becauie he 1s 

Ur akchraint, und t nothing but as the Wall 
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Te Deiphich ORACLE. 42 
9° God erders and dete: mii e: {) God fentan evil Spi- 
rit upon Sau/, other vite he could not have troubk.d 
him ; and the Devils could net enter into the Plerd af 
Swine, until Leave was given them by our S.Viour ; 
stislons could he effict ft! 6 until that God's Hand was 
laid “pon tim, and God orderd him to be an Inftru: 
ment in that Adiii¢tion. And tho’ the- Dov ¥ be laid LO 
be as a roaring Lion, walkerh about [rch ig we Lowe be nia 
devour, I Pet. Vv. g. yet m aft that watking about 
only under oad = fond is fo hAKEN by j {i VAG rxP dé ofttor 
of the evil and wicked ff — on of his Wal, accord ne 
tO W: nich he is a! ‘ways re: idly y fe eking IW we 11) hem may de- > 
vour, ti he be fo orderd or perm’ ited of God (ordesi: ‘or 
and Permiffion inthis Paint, being bur all one Act oF 
the divine Will and Providence) and notin tia of 
his Power or Libe WY t> act arid ex: ‘cute what h e pi eale, 
and when and as he i tur the fame Ap Me and 2- 

7 


nother rel]; us, Gid | oa: ‘od not tbe Angels tt “at finned, 


but caf? then dows to Hell, and deliver d them into Chains 


? 


of Dark. efs, ta he referved unto = _ nh 2Petn 


_ .b- 
The Ai if 1s watch Rept wot thew frre EB iid best t left thetr 
oi Habitation, be bath 7 lorued ia cverla Rice g Coains 
under De reas 3 - untn the _/ Hagnent of the ered at Day. 
Tua. 6 an het Ch: 2 is kept, that he cannot 
hurt or celtre y, WHEN ond where be lit, bor as he ts 
{int erg eppoinite of G d, ebher to empet or afhic 
the Goaiy, er to pus ii the Wicked: ‘So thar if the 
Devil be thus chain’d and refraivad by rhe omniposte mt 
Decree ang Provicenc 5 thar he cir not ¢xecufe any he . 


vig butas he is ordered at Pree, and that God doth ner 
Jet him loofe but for juft Coufés and Resfons, thea can 
it not be that the Devil pay vilibly apps: ar and make 
Leagucs, Compacts, or Covenans with Witches ~ 
others, nor work fuch flrange Things for them as ar 
related, becaufe there is no jak or reafonable En d that 
can be afl rnd, why God fhou!d order him to do thefe 
Things ; ‘and cheref ore a vilible League, Compact or 
Covenant (as above hinted) with \W itches or others 

meerly talfe and fraudulent. F 2 
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Q. vid what Profelfion were toe three Wi fe Men, that 
paid viduration to ‘Chrik? How came they to have a 
AKO W dee 0; our savicur? Were they Perfians or ~~ 

 jVoat Star was it that guided them to the Stab! 
lere be Jay? And was it feen by any other befides iin 


bee 


t 

wh, 
{ene 
— | 


e three wife Men who worfhip’d the Saviour 
of tae Weorls ina Wienger, were what we call Mavi, 
at CA AMIN the Perfians, as thofe whom the 

lecteas call Gymaof pists 5 tiie Baiylonions Cha. dans; 
PETS OYE? , “OpD ets or Pri ielis, vHOo aug: 1 the 
me Kaowhoge. And when the 10 Tribes 

wore Caried into Captivity by Salmanalf.r, Emperor of 
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rie Lif) rf. WilG o ti Path Hh dia Al}! i 7, ha, there | 15 
no oueition bi “ma tevk with ny meta be E; ft, tie 
hay Bork anc Voile § of the Law, and of the Pr: 
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froin j er ij a6 920 Muites. The | Siar Which appear d 


at the Birth of our Saviour 1s faid to be Bootes, a Nor- 
thern Co vfteltatio in Conui iting of 22 Stars. I: hath Eos 
gitiaes 179 Degrecs, 52 Minur: css North Latitude 
> Degrecs, 30 Minutes; and tn our Horizon is in the 
dian with Arélurus. The Word we luppofe hgni- 
neo vteer a Driver of Oxen than an Herdiman, tor he 
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of Cattle, but only becaufe he is fuppofed to drive 
Charles his Waine, which is drawn by three Oxen : 
and he is alfo cailed Arétopdilax, the Keeper of the 
Bear, astho’ the Care of her were committed unto him, 
But now this Star which conduét«d the wife Men, up- 
on the Nativity of Chrif#, we do not place in Heaven 
among the reft of the Stars, becaufe chen other People 
had feen itas well as thefe few wife Men, and Herod a- 
mong the re(t ;. who being troubled at this Report, and 
not being able to fee it himfelf, calling the wife Men 
to him privately, (fays the Evangelift) he enquired of 
them what Time the Star did appear? and belides, it 
marched before them likea Torch, and conducted them ; 
{fo that it cannot be faid to have been a fixed Star 1 in 
the Heavens. Nor might it be (as abcve hinted) vifible 
to any other but the wife Men ; fince we are alfo taughe, 
that the heryArmy font to the Help of Elifha from Hea 
ven was fuch, whom the Prophet ‘himfelt faw, and yet 
the Ser - ant that [toed by him could not fee. 

Q. Was taere ever anny teri ‘dria! Paradife ? If it was 
local, 2 what Part of the Wo: Ld was it frtuated ¢ 

4. It youenquire among the antient Fathers where 
the Situation of it was, either they will have it none at 
all, ov «le obfcure and remote from our Underftanding ; 
fome cf them indeed term it an intelligible Paradtfe, 
bur contin’d to no one particular Place ; whilft others 
av tae fame time make ita fenible one; and here ic is 
they frit hire about it. Moreover, fuch as believe 
to bea feafible and corporeal Paradife, place it ei- 
ther on this Earth, or out of it, that isto fay, in the 
Air, or in the lunary O:b 5; when they who believe 
thole happy Mantions to b: ave been upon the Earth, 
piace them either on this Side the Equator, under rhe 
Equator, or beyond the Equator or Torrid Zone; but 
all that are of our Opinion, believe the true Parade, 
which is now pafled away, did in Reality formerly flow. 
rifh voon the Earth, bur neverthelefs on fuch an Earth 
as was quite diflerent from what we now inhabit, Be- 
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fides, asto the Theory of the Earth, it does not in the 
leaft obviate a local Paradife in any Part of the Earth ; 
fince it fuppotes that the Infant World, even toe whole 
inhabitable Globe was like a Poradife: yer notwith- 
ftanding confequently and agreeably to the Mofaicl 
Hy pothefis, which makes Mankied how numerous fo- 
ever to have firlt receiv’d its Birth only from one Man 
and one Woman, you may therefore appropriate the 
Name of Par padife to the original native Soil and fit 
Habitation of thefe two 5 a Place moft wonderfully 

eautihed as well wita Trees as Waters; provided at 
the fame time you grant to the other Paris of the fame 
Earth a perpetual Spring, and thofe Advantag:s which 
naturally flow from it, that is to lay, {pontancous Fer- 
uliry, together with long Life to its Inhabitants ; for 
that the World didin 1s frit Begin: ning enjuy ail chefs 
Bi flings; the Teflimonies of the ‘Antients plainly prove, 
Para¢ life, which in Greck is Nagedtios, and Pardes in 
Hebrew, bgoaites a pleafant Garden pleanfully furnifh’d 
with fruitful Trees, but principally Myrtie Trees, 
which bear a kind of Berry of a very delectable Talie : 
for this Hebrexy Word fers to be a Compound, that is, 
of Parah, which fignifics to fiutity, and Hadas a Myr- 
tle. In the Bible it is call’d Edin, a Place ple ntifully 
furnifh’d with all Things necetlary for the procuring 
of Pleafure and Delight, The Grectans call’d it He- 
done, which fignifies an extracrdinary deleGable and 


pleafant Place ; for in it theré was great Abundance of 


all Things, as well of Trees, Fruits, Herbs, and {weet 
{melling Flowers, as of Beafts and Fowls of the Hea- 
ven. Into this Piace God put Man, to drefS it and to 
keep it: but where 1: exactly flood, and whether it be 
now upon the Earth, there are (as above hinted) divers 
Opinions : The Romanifts hold, that it is placed in the 
Equator, without the Tropicks ; : others would haveir un- 
der the Equator, becaufe it is a very temperate Region, 
but Experience tells us, that there it is very hot and 
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fcorching : others think it ftands on the Top of a high 
Mountain, free from all the violent Motions and Im- 
preflions of the Air, in which Place, they hold Enoch 
and Elijah are yet living. There are others that atlign 
the whole Eaft Part to be Paradife, and that there 
were fome petuliar Places moft fruitiul, of which they 
think was Syria, Damajcus, Arabia Falix, Egypt and 
‘fudca, in which Part Man was put. They allo fay, 
that the Tree of Knowledge ftood upon Mount Cal- 
vary, near about that Place where Chri/t was crucified, 


fo that he made Satisfaction for Sin in che fame Place 


where Sin was firft committed. And this we hold to 
be the better Opinion, and thar it remain’d ull the De- 
luge, kept in the Cultedy of Angels,. at God’s Ap- 
pointmenr, and by the flood, roxether with other 
Creatures, was abolih’d, However, Purchas (in his 
Pilor,mage, /. 1. ¢. 3.) fays, that others account fo 
much to Paradife, as the Rivers Pifcn, Gihor, Hiddckel, 
and Experctes do water, even the chief Part of Africk 
and A/ia ; while fome again confine it to the ftrait Li- 
mitsof Mefopotamia, gue in facris Padam-aram hodte 
dicitar Diarbecha, lays Mercator in his Atlas, pag. 624. 
And Adrichomins in his Theatrum terrae fanla, pag. 208. 
favs, that Paradzfe Was fiuated towards the Ealt, but 
at cie Time of the univertal De'uge, or Noad’s Flood 
it was utterly deitroy d. 


FIEnd? & 











Such Gentlemen and others who are pieasd to 
propound any Quetions to the Gentlemen of the 
Society of the Deipoick Oracle, are defir’d to infcribe 
them to the Fublifher hereof, who will take in al! 


Letters, but not Without Poft being paid. 























